
Welcome to our Phonics and 
Early Reading Information 

Session



The session will be split into 4 sections: 

• Part 1 : Information about how we teach phonics 

• Part 2: Information on the Phonics Screening Test 

• Part 3: Information about how we teach reading 

• Part 4: How you can support your child at home 



What is phonics? 

• Phonics is a way of teaching children how to read and write.

• It helps children to hear, identify and use different sounds that 
distinguish one word from another in the English language. 



What scheme do we use? 

As a school, we use the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds scheme.

Why Little Wandle? 

Training for all staff in school to ensure consistency 

Every aspect of phonics and reading is included 

Engaging resources without distracting from the learning 

Comprehensive system for identifying and supporting children 
requiring extra help

Useful support for parents 



How we teach phonics 

• Children take part in a daily short session using LW resources 

• This is taught in a specific order

• We use repeated practice – each lesson children will revisit the 
previously taught sounds at the start of the lesson 

PRACTICE MAKES PERMANENT 

• Children may also take part in some phonics activities as part of their 
provision in the classroom and as active starters to lessons 



You may hear your children use these terms…

• Phonics: The teaching of reading by developing awareness of the 
sounds in words and the corresponding letters used to represent those 
sounds  

• Phoneme: Any one of the 44 sounds which make up words in the 
English language 

• Grapheme: How a phoneme is written down. There can be more than 
one way to spell a phoneme. E.g. The phoneme ‘ay’ is spelt differently 
in each of these words – way make fail great sleigh lady. 



• Blending: Putting together the sounds in a word in order to read it e.g. 
f – r- o- g      frog 

• Segmenting: Breaking a word into sounds in order to spell it e.g. frog, 
f-r-o-g

• Digraph: 2 letters making one sound  

• Trigraph: 3 letters making one sound 



Phase 2: Phonemes are taught in order.  Children start to read words as soon as 
possible. Little Wandle has a picture pnemonic to help children remember the 
phoneme/grapheme. 



Phase 2: Early digraphs are mostly consonant digraphs – 2 letters 1 sound.
Children are taught to see these in words and recognise them as one sound. 



Phase 3: Vowel digraphs are taught with a short caption to help children remember. 
Also, trigraphs igh, air



During phonics lessons we use sound buttons so we can sound talk and blend to 
read a word.



Digraphs have a zip to sound talk and blend the word. 



Children are taught about words that do not follow the rules and cannot be decoded 
These are called tricky words/exception words. Children are taught what part of the 
word is tricky. 



Your child may come home with a sticker with a digraph or word on it. 
Please ask them what it says. It will have been from their phonics lesson 
and they will have been practicing it during the day to help embed the 
knowledge.



What is the Phonics Screening Check?

• The phonics screening check will be taken individually by all children in 
Year 1 in England

• It is designed to give teachers and parents information on how each 
child is progressing in phonics 

• It will help to identify whether your child needs additional support at 
this stage so that they do not fall behind in this vital early reading skill



How is the check conducted?

There will be two sections in the 40-word check. Your child will read up 
to four words per page for their teacher and they will probably do the 
check in one sitting of about 5-10 minutes.



When is the check conducted? 

• The Year 1 screening will take place throughout the week beginning:  
Monday 10th June, 2024.  

• The children cannot retake the test at any other time so it is very 
important your child is in school during this week.

• You will be notified of their result as part of their annual school 
report. 



How we teach reading

Reading practice sessions: 

• Children will read with the class teacher or TA 3 times per week in a 
small group 

• Each read begins with some quick sounds and word practice 

• Session 1 = decoding

• Session 2 = prosody (intonation/expression 

• Session 3 = comprehension 

• Books are matched to the children’s secure phonic knowledge 

and word reading ability so children can read fluently and 

independently 



• This reading practice book will be set to read at home via Collin’s e-
book every Friday (no paper copies). You will have received the log in 
for this. 

• Children should be able to read 95% of the book before they read it at 
home. Don’t worry the book is too easy. Your child needs to develop 
fluency and confidence in reading. Re-reading a book they have read 
before helps to develop fluency – this is the goal!

• Teachers will check that this has been accessed at home by all 

children.



Collins ebooks logins

This is the sheet you

should have received    
with details of how to 
login. All children have 
a personalised
username. The ebook
app is available to 

download.                                



The books allocated to your child will be displayed like this. You can 
select to read the book and you can access a resource page by clicking 
on the 3 dots.  The guide sent home has more information.  



How do we decide which book your child 
reads?

• Children are assessed every 6 weeks. Then, Little Wandle matches 
which book they should be reading for their current phonic knowledge 
and ability

• Share the front cover page with your child before reading – this covers 
sounds and words contained in the book 

• Celebrate, praise and talk about the e book with your child



Reading for pleasure 

• Children will also bring home a reading for pleasure book from their 
class library each week

• To become lifelong readers it is essential that they read for pleasure 

• Children may not be able to read this book independently but these 
books offer a wealth of opportunities for talking about the pictures, 
learning story language and spotting patterns and for enjoying 
together as a family 



How can you support your child at home?

• Please look at the Little Wandle videos and guidance for parents so that you 
can reinforce what the children are learning

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

• Let your child show off their reading to you and celebrate them and praise 
them all the way – read their weekly e book together as often as you can

• Share books with your children for pleasure 

• Be reading role models: make sure children know when you are reading to 
inform or for pleasure e.g. reading the news/looking at a magazine, looking 
at the weather 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Support your child with their homework

Reading for pleasure 

• Please find time to share this story at home as a family 

• There is no expectation that children change their book each week. If they 
are enjoying it then they can keep it for longer. It’s about pleasure! 

Journaling 

• Please encourage your child to make a journal entry about their reading for 
pleasure story each week and hand in on a Wednesday. This may include 
the name of the book, a picture of their favourite page/character and a key 
word/sentence about this. They may want to say if they would recommend 
the book to a friend and why too. 



Complete the Little 
Wandle Homework 
Task. 

This will come 
home every Friday to be 
handed in by the following 
Wednesday. Make sure you 
complete ALL the sections. 



Join the library

• If you haven’t done so already, join the library. 

This is completely free and gives your child access to a wealth of reading for pleasure 
material. 

https://www.inspireculture.org.uk/reading-information/libraries/joining-and-using-
libraries/

You can join by following the link above and then popping into your chosen library to 
pick up your library card. 

• It’s worth following your local library on Facebook as they have lots of activities to 
promote reading for pleasure that are often on after school, at weekends and 
during school holidays. Lots of these are free to join in with. 

https://www.inspireculture.org.uk/reading-information/libraries/joining-and-using-libraries/


Read a bedtime story to your child

• Research from the Books Trust suggests that only 28% of Primary 
school aged children hear a bedtime story every night. 

• Reading to your child for just 10 minutes a day/night can improve their 
vocabulary, encourage them to read independently and can also 
improve parent/child relationships 



Please take a copy of this leaflet to read at 
home



Access First News Education together:



Websites for phonics games 

PhonicsPlay

Phonics Games for the Classroom and Home - Phonics Bloom

Letters and Sounds, English Games for 5-7 Years - Topmarks

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.phonicsbloom.com/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds

