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€atholic Life: Advent

This week, we lit the second candle of our Advent Wreaths throughout school — a can-
dle to represent 'Peace’. Throughout the week, we’ve been reflecting on Peace — peace
within our own hearts and lives, peace for our community and for the wider world. Each
child has been provided with the mission to encourage peace, not just at school but at
home too. We hope you’ve witnessed your child(ren) living out this mission throughout
the week.

I’'ve been encouraged to hear just how many of our families are benefitting from spend-
ing time in prayer with our Travelling Nativity. What a beautiful way to spend time as a
family reflecting on the true meaning of Christmas. In school, our preparations have
continued too. Very well done to our Year 3 & Year 4 children who shared their Carol
Concert to our community on Wednesday. Huge thanks, also, to our wonderful kitchen
team who served up a delicious Christmas Dinner yesterday — a Christmas dinner that
fed over 300 people! Our preparations continue next week with our Foundation Stage
children sharing their version of the Nativity and our Year 5 & 6 pupils will end the term
with a Carol Concert in church. We look forward to welcoming you to each event.

All classes will continue to end each day with a Jesse tree reflection to learn more
about Jesus’ ancestry and family tree. | am also most grateful to Canon John and Fr
Liam who will make time to support our Advent preparations by offering the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation during the school day next Thursday. All children who have
made their First Holy Communion will be invited to receive the Sacrament. Please be
reminded too that school closes for the Christmas holidays on Friday 19th December
at 3.30pm.
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Newsletter Date:

Friday 12th December, 2025

Attendance this
week:

FS2WQ 98.9%
FS2NM 91.5%
Y1JD 98.2%
Y1BS 91.5%
Y2AN 98.6%
Y2RT 98.1%
Y3RB
Y3GD 97.2%
Y4AS 92.5%
Y4DK 96.6%
Y5BF 99.4% =
Y5GC 91.3%
Y6SC
Y6LB 96.9%

Christmas Productions

Date Time Event Eco 'IPS '
Wed 17 Dec 09:30—10:15 Foundation Stage
14:30—15:15 Nativity o
Friday 19 Dec | 14:00—14:45 Y5 & Y6 Carol Concert next year!
(in St Philip’s Church)

We look forward to welcoming you. Please arrive at Main
Reception before the start time stated above.

Eco Team'’s €hristmas

Save and reuse gift bags, ribbons and boxes
from Christmas—most can be used again

Try switching to LED Christmas lights—they
use far less energy and last much longer.




Word of the Week Mass Rota

The Word of the Week next week is
Joy which will form the basis of our
acts of collective worship throughout Tuesday 16 Dec Mass Year 3
the week. During Advent, we find joy
through praying and serving others.
We are filled with joy when we trust
in God’s plan for our lives and to find
hope in his promises.

Date Type of Service | WhoQ Involved?

Families and parishioners, please know that you are most
welcome to join us at 9.30am in Church for each celebration.

C€hristmas Masses Christmas Eve: Christmas Day:

| know that Canon John and Fr Liam 5:00pm St. Philip Neri, Mansfield* 10:00am St. Philip Neri, Mansfield

would be delighted to welcome you to 5:00pm St. Joseph’s, Shirebrook*  10:00am St. Patrick’s, Forest Town

one of our four parish churches this 7.30pm St. Teresa’s, Warsop
Christmas time. Mass times for Christ- *These are children@ Masses.

foll 11:00pm St. Philip Neri, Mansfield Children are invited to come
mas are as follows: .
(Carols & Readings from 10.30pm) dressed as angels/shepherds,

Staffing Updates Parent Survey

The Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Multi Academy
Trust, of which we belong, want to hear your views
about our school.

We say goodbye to Miss Canning who leaves our school at
the end of this term. I'd like to thank her for all that she
has done since joining our school and the impact she has
had. We wish her every success in all future endeavours. We’d be most grateful if
We also say goodbye to Mrs Wilson, our much-loved Mid-  you could share your
day Supervisor who has made the decision to retire at the  yjews here or via the QR
end of this term after spending over 20 years at our code. Thanks in advance
school. Enjoy your well-deserved retirement, Mrs Wilson.  for taking the time to

St Philip Neri with St Bede Catholic
Voluntary Academy, parent survey

complete the survey.
We also pray for the repose of the soul of Mrs Lorraine Please note that the

Stafford, a former teacher and SENCo at our school, who  gyryey closes at the end
recently passed away. Please keep her family and friends  of this term.
in your prayers at this difficult time.

Applications to Reception €lass

For any parents wishing to apply for a Reception class place in our school next September, please be aware that
the application window opened on Monday 3rd November and remains open until Thursday 15th January. For
Nottinghamshire residents, applications can be made through the Nottinghamshire County Council Admissions
Hub. NCC have produced this helpful Fact Sheet, and you can find more information on the Admissions section
of our website too.

If you have a child attending our Nursery, please remember that your child WILL NOT automatically gain a
place in main school; you must apply for a place.

Please let us know if you have any problems or questions about applying for a school place. You will be notified
on National Offer Day, 16 April 2026, if your child has been given a place in our school.



https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/education/school-admissions/hub
https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/education/school-admissions/hub
https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/media/ephfeo3m/primaryinitial2026factsheet.pdf
https://www.st-philipneri.notts.sch.uk/parents/admissions/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=8DK-MAEIO023oNLzRMnIU1Vc5FCWmRpKn7snTqB8axtUQVU0T1dZSkM3OFAxNUFWM1RETUtFSFNTSC4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=8DK-MAEIO023oNLzRMnIU1Vc5FCWmRpKn7snTqB8axtUQVU0T1dZSkM3OFAxNUFWM1RETUtFSFNTSC4u&route=shorturl

Key Dates

As well as checking the dates below, we strongly advise that you check Class Dojo regularly to see notifications
of other events, including specific year group activities and Class Charity Events. Please note that new events
may appear each week so please check back each week in case new events appear!

This term:

Date Time Event Location Who@Q Involved?
Tuesday 16 Dec 09:30—10:15 End of Jubilee Year— Whole School
Bishop’s address
Wednesday 17 Dec 09:30—10:15 Nativity Play School Hall Foundation Stage
14:30—15:15
Thursday 18 Dec 13:30—15:30 Advent Confessions School Catholics from Year 4
Friday 19 Dec 14:00—14:45 Carol Concert St Philip’s Church Year5&6

Please note that school closes for the Christmas holidays at 3.30pm on Friday 19th December. Pupils will return
to school on Monday 5th January at 8.40am.

Next Half Term:

Date Time Event Location Who@ Involved?
Friday 9 Jan All Day Times Tables Rockstar In Classes Whole School
Day!
Tuesday 20 Jan During School Day | Other Faiths Roadshow School Hall Year 2—Year 6
Wednesday 21 Jan | During School Day School Trip Space Centre Year 1
Friday 30 Jan 09:00—09:30 Virtues Assembly School Hall Whole School

Looking ahead, we have two INSET days planned: Thursday 12 February and Friday 13 February; therefore,
school will close for pupils at 3.30pm on Wednesday 11 February. Pupils will return to school on Monday 23rd
February at 8.40am. Click here to view the full year’s Term Dates.



https://www.st-philipneri.notts.sch.uk/parents/term-and-school-diary-dates/

